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why a new uprising would almost certainly
fail. The chances of any foreign agency pro-
viding support are minimal, although it is
just conceivable that, one day, rival players
such as India or Russia might exploit Tibetan
dissent as a counterweight to expanding
Chinese regional hegemony. Equally, given
Chinese influence over its smaller neighbors,
no rear base would be available, unlike in the
1960s when the Tibetans established them-
selves in the Mustang province of Nepal.

There is, however, one scenario under
which China might be forced to disgorge
Tibet. As an autarkic Communist state,
China was insulated from the vagaries of the
world economy. That situation no longer
pertains. One highly significant pointer for
the future is that the Shanghai Stock Market
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The Chinese occupation of
Tibet is already expensive.
To suppress the March
2008 unrest, the Chinese
admitted to deploying
10,000 troops in a city with
a total population of only
160,000.

shortages of grains and fuel reported.

A repeat of, say, the 1997 Asian eco-
nomic crash would hit China just as hard
as other regional economies. That crisis
forced urgent retrenchment by the military
in another autocratic state, Indonesia,
obliging Jaka i

material advancement, calls for political
reform would grow at the very time when
the military’s capacity for intervention
would be contracting through financial
strictures. As in Indonesia, a harsh re-pri-
oritization of security necessities might
then conclude that imperial outposts such
as Tibet would have to be jettisoned in
favor of the defense of the heartland
against emerging internal security threats.
The “social contract” between Beijing and
the great mass of Chinese citizenry who
have thus far not benefited from economic
growth is the promise of an eventual flow-
ing of wealth from east to west. How qui-
escent the majority of Chinese will remain
if economic redistribution fails is the cen-
tral problem facing modern China. The






